Running head: SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF GEORGE W. BUSH	2
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF GEORGE W. BUSH	2






September 11th, 2001 From the Perspective of George W. Bush
Student’s name
Institutional Affiliations


September 11th, 2001 From the Perspective of George W. Bush
The September 11th attack on the United States soil was an act of terrorism that has forever changed how America views its partners and more so on the security front. The attacks which included a series of four coordinated attacks by the Islamic terrorist group al-Qaida on the morning of September 11th, 2001 brought a lot of pain and suffering to the people of the United States and its allies. This is due to the high number of people that lost their lives as a result of the destruction that took place. The attacks resulted in the death of 343 people and caused injuries of over 25000 people. In terms of the loss that was occasioned as a result of the destruction that took place, the country is reported to have lost about $ 10 million in infrastructure and property damage.
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Fig1: Images of the September 11th, 2001 attack and the damage caused (Roberts, 2015)
It is also important to note that the terrorist attack led to various complications in terms of health for several people that in the end resulted in cancer and respiratory disease rising in the country (Todd, 2018). The attack was an act of war that occurred as a result of the various policies that we had formulated and implemented in relation to the issue of terrorism in the world. America has been on the forefront in the fight against terrorism and its related activities and therefore, the act served as retaliation against the gains that we had made over the years. As the president of the United States of America, the attack goes against the values that we have entrenched as American people and the need for a peaceful world that is devoid of violence and other forms of ills in the society.
The attack was carried out through the terrorists hijacking American airplanes and navigating two airplanes into the twin towers. The plane was hijacked by an estimated number of 19 Al-Qaida terrorists, according to official reports from the US Department of Security. This was a record number of terrorists that were requested to perform the act of terrorism. We can, therefore, clearly see the intentions of the terrorist was to cause a lot of pain to the American people as they planned to ensure that the attacks never failed. This is evident by the number of people that were used to carry out the attack. The two planes that were flown to the twin towers were crashed on the northern and southern end of the towers. In less than one hour and 40 minutes, both of the towers collapsed. The effect of this was the partial or complete collapse of other buildings that were located in the world trade center complex (September 11th terror attacks, 2019). This also included other structures that were located near the world trade center. The third plane was diverted and crashed into the pentagon which served as the headquarters of the united state department of defense. On the other hand, the fourth plane was destined to go to Washington but collapsed midway through the journey. This was as a result of the passengers engaging the attackers inside the planes which, in the end, led to the plane crashing in the nearest field.
The September 9/11 attack is ranked as one of the world’s deadliest terrorist attacks. The al-Qaida terrorist group that was led by Osama Bin Laden immediately claimed responsibility for the attack. They stated that the reason for the attack was the involvement of America across the world and especially in Muslim countries. They were annoyed due to the interference that the Americans were causing in most of the governments in the Muslim countries which was also attributed to the interest in oil resources. They believed that the American government had an interest in the oil wealth of the Muslim nations and thus the reason for the acts of war that were committed to the Muslims. This is far from the truth as America itself has a lot of oil and oil reserves that can last for several years and thus, there is no need for us to get more. America has a policy in place that seeks to deal with the issue of terrorism and this involves partnerships with some countries that are both Muslim and non-Muslim affiliation (Moens, 2017). The terrorist group also cited the US involvement in the issue of the Middle East with them accusing the Bush administration of favoring Israel in the dispute.
The attacks that have been carried out on suspected terrorist attacks are purely done on an individual basis. The American government identified the terrorists and their group and thus worked in partnership with these countries to ensure that we weed out the terrorists. This is important if the world is to remain a peaceful place to live.as the president and head of the government, I instituted various measures after the attacks that were meant to ensure that the American people never suffered such a threat in future. The magnitude of the attack was very high and this in something that cannot be allowed to happen ever again. This meant the formulation of stringent security measures that were to be used to assist law enforcers in detecting and preventing terrorist attacks (Borger, Campbell, Porter & Millar, 2001). The scrutiny of people and cargo at various entry points in the US were enhanced as a measure of ensuring that no single terrorist items or person accessed the country. I also instructed that both houses pass additional security laws that will go a long way in protecting the lives of Americans. As the president, I had a mandate from the American people to ensure that I protected them at all times and this meant even going to extra miles to ensure that it is done. The two houses were cooperative in this sense as they also felt the need to protect both them and the American citizens. This led to a draft of bills drafted and passed in the houses. I assigned my signature, thus making them laws.
The airport was used as the entry point for the terrorist to carry out their attacks. The attack, therefore, led to the enactment of rules and regulations that would guide the operation at the airport. This included the purchase of highly advanced technological equipment that will be used to screen the people coming in an out of the airport. Another important measure that was put in place was the checking of the luggage. All the luggage was passed through a machine that could be able to detect any form of weapon that might have been hidden. This was an important step in ensuring that no such weapons could be used on the American people. The law enforcers also used well-trained dogs that could be able to detect suspicious items and thus allow the officers to check them. I also directed the law enforcement officers to make sure that all the border entry points were completely manned and that all the people who ought to enter the country were thoroughly scrutinized before they could be allowed. The number of immigrants coming into the US had increased significantly over the years and some of them were used to carry out some of the terrorist activities. Therefore, it was important to ensure that this does not happen.
Immediately after the war, I embarked on a series of meetings with the National Security Council in regard to the policy that we had as a country in relation to the issue of terrorism. The meeting was necessary in the wake of the attacks and thus, a perfect response was needed. After much deliberations, we were able to identify the Taliban group as one of the major sympathizers of al-Qaida and was used in many occasions to fund their operations. They supply them with finances and technical support that was used to carry out various attacks in the world. The pressure that was one me as the president of the country was enormous and required a lot of concentration and tolerance in order to ensure that I acted within the confines of the constitution in preparing a response to the attacks. The deliberations by the Security Council adopted a plan to carry out an invasion into Afghanistan, where the leader of al-Qaida and the Taliban group was located. The Taliban group had also, on numerous requests, failed to extradite Osama Bin Laden, who was wanted for planning and executing the terrorist attack.as the commander in chief, I gave the green light for the invasion to occur with the sole purpose of capturing Osama and disintegrating the entire terrorist group. The leader had to pay for the innocent American lives that were lost that day and this meant going to the extreme end to ensure that he is captured.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This was going be a tall order considering the fact that the country that we were invading had a lot of sympathizers who affiliated themselves with both the Taliban and al-Qaida. Therefore, the process of getting crucial information was bound to be a hard one. The people also did not want to be seen to talking to the Americans as they will be executed in broad daylight. Therefore, this was a war that we strived to undertook in order to ensure that were destroy the group and thus ensure the safety of the Americans. One of the things that most impressed me was the manner in which the Americans responded after the attack. The American dream resonated with almost every single person in the country and this changed their perception in regards to terrorism. They became even more vigilant in ensuring that they protect themselves and this assisted the security agencies to a great extent. They were able to report any suspicious activities in and around their homes and places of work. The collective sense of the nation had been trigged and people had come together in order to fight the common enemy.
It is important to note that the war completely changed America. This was both in terms of the thinking of the American people and that of the administration which I led. The attack taught us the value of always being ready for anything and this is something that has been implemented in various aspects of the American sector (Garfin, Poulin, Blum & Silver, 2018). My administration became more vigilant and ready for any eventuality. I ensured that we adopted a sense of emergency in the country, which was meant to ensure that the country is prepared for any act of war that may come its way. As head of government, I initiated the process of reviewing the foreign policy that we had with other nations. This ensured that we included the act of terrorism and the cooperation that we would have in respect to the issue. Although we had not managed to capture Osama by the time in was leaving office, I was confident that it would be done in a matter of time and was also happy that the American people’s resolve had not been broken by the September 11th, 2001 attack.
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